Our Mission:
The Michigan Folk School is committed to creating a community engaged in authentic,
hands-on experiences through the teaching and sharing of traditional folk arts, crafts,
music, and skills in an inspiring natural setting and to promote the preservation of forest

THE MICHIGAN

and farmland.

FOLK SCHOOL

Multipurpose Building

PHASE II: Building a Vibrant Community Space

Our vision is ambitious! And we need your help to set the Michigan Folk School on a solid
foundation for years to come.
The Multipurpose Building will be the heart of the campus. At 3,000 square feet, the
building will consist of flexible classroom spaces, an administrative space and a teaching
kitchen. The new building will allow the Michigan Folk School to offer a robust set of
programs that address community interests and priorities reflecting the full spectrum of
our local food system and artisan community.
We envision programing to include organic food production; animal husbandry; folk arts
from blacksmithing, leather-making and ceramics to timber-framing, bushcraft and glass
blowing; sustainable living; gardening and soil and water conservation; cooking and
nutrition; community engagement; and stewardship.

Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Investment
The Parks Commission is investing more than $1.5 million into the surrounding property and
additional buildings at Staebler Farm County Park over the next two years. That includes:
A parking lot with rain garden
Walking trails
Extensive infrastructure installation and updates, such as water, gas, etc.
Improvements to the exterior of the Staebler home and additional farm buildings
The architectural work and building the "box" of the multipurpose building
(frame, base, structure)

Michigan Folk School Investment
The Michigan Folk School, a registered non-profit, has been operating without full-time
staff, providing classes at different satellite locations, since we began. Phase I and II will
allow the Folk School to develop physical space as well as administrative support to
evolve the school as needed. Phase II support will go toward:
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All of the finishing and furnishing of the Multipurpose Building
All of the tools and equipment needed for classes
Outdoor communal spaces, such as outdoor classrooms
Numerous gardens and an animal farm
Youth programming
Staffing and program growth needs

What Will Your Contribution Be?

